CHILDREN’S PANEL CHAIRMAN’S GROUP

Minutes of the meeting of the Children’s Panel Chairmen’s Group held on Friday 29th June in Committee Room 3, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh at 10.30am.

PRESENT

Mr. S. Innes                                       Aberdeen

Mr. C. Morgan                                   Aberdeenshire

Mr C. Young                                      Angus

Mrs. J. Ferguson                                Argyll & Bute

Mrs. S. Bytheway                              Clackmannan

Mr. D. McMillan                                Dumfries & Galloway

Mrs. S. Lynn                                       Dundee

Mrs. M. McIntosh                              East Lothian
Mrs E. Linton                                     East Renfrewshire

Mrs. L. Dunsmore                              Edinburgh
Mr. G McEneany                                Fife

Mrs. C. MacKechnie                          Glasgow

Mrs. R. Morrison                                Highland

Mrs K. Marshall                                 Inverclyde

Mrs. E. Archer                                    Moray

Mr. D. Stalker                                     North Ayrshire

Mrs. I. Allison                                     North Lanarkshire
Mr. C. Spence                                     Orkney

Mrs. J. Blinkhorne                              Perth & Kinross

Mr. C. Boyle                                       Renfrewshire

Mrs. R. McKenzie                              Shetland

Mrs. G. McBride                                Stirling
Mr. J. Hepburn                                   Western Isles

In attendance were Andrew Homfray, new depute from Angus, Shona May and Murray Worthy from SEED.

1.       APOLOGIES

Mrs. C. Leith                                     Aberdeenshire
Mrs. P. Hardie                                   Borders

Mrs. J. Macrae                                  East Ayrshire
Mr. I. Hart                                         East Dunbartonshire
Mr. T. McPherson                             Falkirk
Mrs. R. Myles                                   Falkirk

Mr. D. Dodds                                    Midlothian

Mr. A. Hamilton                               Shetland

APOLOGIES cont’d 
Mr. R Gillespie                                 South Ayrshire
Mrs. B. Patterson                              South Lanarkshire

Mrs. R. Williamson                          West Dunbartonshire

Mrs. S. Kemp                                    West Lothian

Mrs. A. Maciver                                Western Isles 

2.       INTRODUCTIONS & WELCOMES

The newly elected Chairman of CPCG, Gerard McEneany spoke and thanked everyone for electing him.  He then gave all present an opportunity to introduce themselves as there have been several new appointments to the group since the April meeting.
3.       MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 27 APRIL 2007
The minutes were approved.
4.       MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM

I.        National School

It was noted that this years National School would be titled “Looked After” and would be held in the Dunblane Hydro, 16-18 November 
II.      Communicator
The latest edition of the Communicator has been well received for it’s content and presentation style.  Eve Archer (Moray) has taken over from Diane Watt and Sue Bytheway (Clackmannanshire) has agreed to assist Eve.
III.     SASO
Jenny Ferguson had received an email from Donna Redfern at SCRA with details of the SASO website address. (www.sastudyoffending.org.uk )  It should be up to date with the contact details for all the branches.  Gerard McEneany confirmed that these branch meetings are extremely interesting and can be attended by local Panel Chairs. 
It was suggested that SASO be contacted and invited to write an article for the ‘Communicator’.
IV.      LONG SERVICE AWARDS 
This year’s event took place at the George Hotel, Edinburgh on 31st May and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.  Panel members receiving Long Service Awards felt really valued and appreciated the inclusion of their spouses/partners at the dinner.

Shona May is already planning next years event.
V.       GIRFEC

Shona May advised the group that a report was being written for the new ministers to consider.  There are still no firm time scales in mind.  Gordon Watt had met with Adam Ingram (new minister) who is committed to improving the Hearing System and stated that he is keen to listen and learn but also take things forward that don’t need legislation.

One Chair asked a question re: when the extra training for ‘Children’s Plans’ (which we believe are to be rolled out by December 2007) was to occur.   
A meeting is planned between SEED and CHTU’s to look at this and then local authorities will be contacted by their CHTU. 
Some areas have had problems building up training confidence again after so much compulsory training.  

CHTU’s have suggested that they could organize local information sessions which would involve Local Authorities and SCRA.
There were concerns raised as to how one plan will fit all and that it would be dangerous if all Local Authorities had different plans.

We were assured that there would be a template for these plans which would contain certain key elements.
Gerard McEneany is due to attend a Children’s Hearing Partnership meeting on Monday 2nd July with Boyd McAdam and will raise any of our concerns there. 

(see appendix A.)

One Chair suggested that as we now have new MSP’s/officers in place and while everyone is keen we should make contact with them as soon as possible.  A more structured event was proposed with a Presentation by CPCG for the MSP’s.  

Gerard McEneany is keen for the group to be pro-active and suggested inviting Adam Ingram to the next CPCG meeting if possible. 

5.       TREASURER’S REPORT
Christine McKechnie advised the group that all grants have been received.

(see appendix B)
6.       AOCB   
(i)  Charm.  SEED are planning a replacement but before that Murray Worthy will be sending out a questionnaire shortly to all Chairs and people involved in rota management.  

He asked for a group of about 6 to form an advisory group to look at tenders. 
(ii) Correspondence.  A thank you letter from George Anderson was read out.
(iii) ‘Looked after Child –Young People’.  Gill McBride had received this document and mentioned that 9 working groups have been set up to implement the action points in this plan.  Eve Archer volunteered to represent CPCG on the Training working group.
Many Chairs have never received this document.
(iv) Treasurer.  Christine MacKechnie reminded all present that the Scottish Executive will cover travel expenses for attendance at four CPCG meetings per year should Chairs/Deputes find their local Authority will not cover all travel expenses.
Claim forms can be obtained from Christine.
(v) SACP.  Their AGM took place in Dundee on 9th June. 
(vi) Highland.  Rhona Morrison mentioned the Highlands panel difficulty in getting any establishment to accommodate a very dangerous 14 year old boy.  The case had to be taken to Court where the Sheriff ordered somewhere to take him.  She has encouraged her Head of Services to write to the Minister and SEED.
(vii) Laptops in Hearing Rooms.   The benefits for panel members - especially those with disabilities or special needs - being able to type their own Decision and Reasons were raised again.  
Glasgow and Dumfries are already trialing this.
This topic is on the agenda for discussion at the meeting on Monday 2nd July.
7.       DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Friday 31st August 2007.
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